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Ministry of Social Development - housing and support services





  Increasing public housing and support for people in need to build better lives.

  Housing is a basic human right. Every person deserves a safe and healthy place to live.

  Some of our functions - policy and public housing supply have moved to the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development

  The Ministry of Social Development (MSD) continues to work with people who need housing and financial support, and manages the Housing Register of applicants for public housing.

			

		      

		      
	    Demand for public housing
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  Demand for housing across New Zealand is growing and more people find themselves experiencing a severe and immediate need.

Read more about housing demand and the Social Housing Register


			

			

		      

		      
	    Supporting people to independence
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  Warm, dry and secure housing along with the right support services helps people to build better lives.

Read more about supporting people to independence


		      

		      
		      

		      
			

		      

		      
	    Emergency Housing Special Needs Grant

  In July 2016, the Emergency Housing Special Needs Grant was introduced. The purpose of the EH SNG is to help individuals and families with the cost of staying in short-term emergency accommodation (motels, hostels, campsites etc) if they are temporarily unable to access of of MSD's contracted transitional housing places.

  The EH SNG pays for short-term accommodation for up to seven days at a time, with the accommodation being provided by commercial and community providers who are not contracted by MSD to deliver accommodation services. Every applicant for an EH SNG must make reasonable efforts to find longer-term secure accommodation. For most applicants, this includes applying for transitional housing and public housing.

  The EH SNG payment normally does not need to be paid back, but where the household has contributed to their own housing need, the EH SNG may be made recoverable at 25% of the applicants' weekly income.

Get the latest numbers for the EH SNG in the Benefit Fact Sheets


Read more about the EH SNG in the latest Quarterly Report


Do you urgently need somewhere to stay?
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                        Related links

                        
                        
                        
                        Housing news, reports and publications

Announcements from the Ministers for Housing & Urban Development

Do you need housing assistance?

Are you a Kāinga Ora (formerly Housing New Zealand) tenant?

Community Housing Regulatory Authority

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development
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